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Editorial
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Justafter the World Economic Forum,
businesspersons and others went outin
the pressand encouragedpeople to go
digital.

Thereasonis quite simple, my colleague
explained: ? 6 lare at a crossroads
betweentwo typesof societiest the old

traditional one and the emerging new

digital UOE DT Uad»

Transition periods arenever easythough,

hecontinued. Therewill bewinners and
losers,and B Uhgwthat we should start
to determine what kind of societywe
want to seein the future. In France the
Yellow Vestsprotestmovement might be
an example of what we will seemore of
inthefuture. Inthebeginning, it wasjust
protest againstthe rise in the gasoline
prices. Now, it has gone further and
might eventurn into apolitical party.

One of the things that they areasking
for is adifferent systemof participatory

democracy. The French president has

launched a ? O E U EE®EEO@dnd) i

although most people do not expect
much outcome, it might turn out to be
better than most people expect.

In Norway, the Norwegian government
just appointed the first minister in

charge of digital issues. Erna Solberg,
the Norwegian Prime Minister, said
recently that Norway hasto prepare
for thedigital revolution. Shetherefore
appointed Nicolai Astrup, who was
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the Minister of Development, to this
important position. Mr Astrup also
sits on the United Nations High -Level
Segment for Digital Cooperation
established by United Nations
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
lastyear. ThePanelisreflecting onboth
the risks and the incredible benefits of
digital transformation. It goeswithout
saying that new thinking and innovative
ideas are needed to harness théenefits
and managetherisks of this digital age.
Norwegian bankswill startto employ
robots to give people advice on how
and where to savemoney basedupon
their spending history. So,apparently,
2019will bethe year!

A recentstudy published in the United
States by the Brookings Institution
showed that robots and artificial
intelligence will replace as many as one
quarter of the USworking population

in the years to come. RobotsE U1 Omelitdless exertions and passionate
concernof dedicatedD OEDYDEUEOUS »

replacing everyone, but a quarter of
U.S.job situations severely disrupted
as artificial intelligence accelerates
theQautomation of existing work is
significant. The report further says
roughly 36 million Americans hold jobs
PRUOT w2l BT T wl RxOUYUI
meaning atleast70percentoftheirtasks
could soonbeperformed by machines
using current technology. Those jobs
that remain largely unscathed by
this evolution will be those requiring
not just advanced education but also
interpersonal skills and emotional
intelligence and maturity.
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However banal the question may
sound, it isimperative that we askit and
try to answer it: where arewe heading
after all? Nobody really knows, but let
us orient ourselves by quoting Martin

Luther King: ? ' U O Fpfoguess is
neither automatic nor inevitable... Every
steptoward the goal of justice requires
sacrifice, suffering, and struggle;

It is not enough to look aheadto, and
bracefor, technological developments. In
thinking about how we shall participate
in the making of this new emerging
Ay pelbisudely, We flsthBriedddthat
justice beanintegral component of it.
Technological transition is not enough
t thereisample evidenceof that already
in U O E BEnarid.Uwe must bend our
efforts to usethis momentous transition
to bring aboutthejustworld that Martin
Luther King fought and died for.
MARIT
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LeftHis RoyalHighnessCrownprinceHaakonPrimeMinister SolbergMinister of ForeignAffairs EriksenSgreideand
Minister of Developmen#strup ontheir wayto theUnited Nationsin New York.GeneraAssembi\2018.

Interview with His Excellency

Nicolal Astrup

Minister of International Development of Norway

Itisnot every day that onehasthe chanceto meetaperson
like the Norwegian Minister of International Development,
Nicolai Astrup. He belongsto oneofthetraditional shipping
families in Norway; heisyoung, but retains the pioneering,
forward -looking and innovative outlook of his ancestors.
. The Norwegian Prime Minister, Erna Solberg picked the
right man for this important position, becausethe Minister
isapersonwho wishesto help asmany aspossible,with the
meanshe hason his development budget.

INTERNATIONALDIPLOMAT-DIVA

Wehad achanceto meethim in Geneva,where heparticipated
in the United Nations Secretary& 1 O1 (Hig-feveluPanel
on Digital Cooperation. Despite his young age,heis one of
20membersappointed by Antonio Guterres, appointed in his
personal capacity, representing a cross-section of expertise from
government, industry, civil society,academiaand the technical
community. Ms. Melinda Gates,Co-Chair of the Bill & Melinda
GatesFoundation, and Mr. JackMa, Executive Chairman of
Alibaba Group were appointed by the UN Secretary-General as
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Co-Chairs of the Panel. The Secretary-Generalaskedthe Panel
to contribute to the broader public debate on the importance

of cooperativeandinterdisciplinary approachesto ensureasafe
and inclusive digital future for all taking into accountrelevant
human rights norms. The panel is expectedto identify policy,

researchand information gapsand make proposals to strengthen
international cooperation in the digital space.

Wehave alsofinanced anapplication called EFAU for Syria,
which is designed for Syrian children who live in refugee
campsand who do not have accesgo ordinary schooling as
they should have had under normal conditions.

Another application we havefinanced isthe MPESA Platform,
which isamobile phone banking servicebeing usedby more
than 30 million Kenyans. This gives

Q: You seem to be the youngest 26 hopethatthefundwill personswho haveneverhadabank

member of the Erna Solberg
Government?
3 1 Endithécaselthink ( 779ears

accountor acredit card to bepart

contributeto privateandpublic = of the modern economy, both in

terms of savingsand investments.

older than the youngest Minister. investmentsin particularin

Historically there are others who
have been far younger than me

We are progressing quickly.

waste management SySte-mSTeIenor (the Norwegian Tele-

holding a ministerial position. Manycountrieaﬂonothave communications Company) told

| think the youngest one in the
government is 33yearsold.

me that on broadband coveragein

proper waste managementMyanmar, they have achievedin

Syearswhat it took them 20years

Q:Youare oneof 20 members ofthe syste mandtheresultisthat develop in Norway. ( Uh dbout

UNSecretary- AT A Gigh-Bedel
Panel, appointed in your personal
capacity. What are the prospects for
global digital cooperation?
When | took up this (ministerial)
post, it struck methat thereis ahuge potential in using digital
tools,andthat thesewould enableusto getbetterresultsout of
our traditional development aid projects.In addition, it would
enablecountries to progressquicker onthe development path
than we did.

We havemanyindividual, outstandingexamplesoftechnologies
and innovations that have contributed to excellentresults but
we were lacking astrategic approach for the use of digital tools.
Therefore, we elaborated adigital strategy for our development
aid policy, which we launched last August. Now we areworking

on the elaboration of areport to the Norwegian parliament

about digitalization in our development aid policy. | have spent
atremendous amount of time onthis issuelastyear.So,the
invitation to participate in this panel camein time and fits in
well with the key issuet on how to modernize the development
aid policy.

In our traditional development aid programmes, we have
noticed that in thosecaseswhere we have useddigital tools
the outcome is better, and this hasgiven usthe possibility to
reachout to alarger number of beneficiariesthan in the past.
I will give you aconcreteexample: Lastyear, | visited Malawi,

and a project that has benefited from Norwegian financial

assistance30,00(irst and secondgrade pupils in schooluse
digital learning material somewherebetween30minutes to
onehour aweek, which we would sayis closeto nothing.

Nevertheless, the result isamazing. 100per centimprovement

in literacy rates,and 60per centincreasein mathematicsin
comparisonwith thosewho do not participate in the project.
The parents of thesepupils have accesdo thesetools in the
afternoons and evenings, and they learn to read and write. So,
this is a project that hasadouble utility.

how fastwe canrealize the potential

thepollutiongoeslirectly  piggen nere. Thesearetheinpus |
~ A s A S =\ havejput forwdyd=jn this panel, and
DOOOWOT | wORPeFEY

lic Goods.

Q: What do you mean by digital public goods?

3 | E téghbologies based upon open source, unlicensed
technology that anybody canuseand develop further. They
arefree, easily accessiblefor everybody ¢ in other words, a
common good.

A good example is a health information system with
corresponding software, developed by the University of Oslo.
The system is now being used in more than 100countries,
reaching out to 2.3 billion people.

Funnily enough, oneof the countries not using it is Norway,

but it is being usedall over theworld. ( (agystemthat gives
information about health to the authorities, and gives them
the opportunity to improve health services.India hasbuilt

an ICT systemfor their population of 1.2billion. It is based
upon open source technology that everybody can use. For
developing countries, this is something very positive. In many
casesthey do not have the capacity or resourcesto develop
their own system,but herethey cantake something already
existing and adopt it to their local needs.This is happening

in India, where with the assistanceof the World Bank, they
will export their systemto Morocco. And this is only the
beginning, and can turn into something like our health
service system. So,you seethere, is atremendous potential

out there. What we arenow trying to doisto bring together
both private companiesand non-governmental actorsto set
up an accessible software platform. To arrive at this stage,
we havein addition challenged UNICEF Venture, to setup
aprototype of adigital public goodsplatform. If we succeed
in this venture, I think this canreally make adifference at
the global level. Wehope that the Panelwill alsoconsider
it astheir priority becausethe UN systemby andlargeisa
platform for independence. China, the U.S.and India have
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PrimeMinister ErnaSolbergMinister ofForeignAffairsineEriksenSgreidandMinister ofDevelopmenilikolai Astrup.

UN General Assembly SeptemBér8

their own approacheson how the digital future will be,sothis
canbeacommon denominator platform, which will havea
tremendous potential.

So, it is indeed very exciting to be present here and to
participate in this development. l alsothink thatthetime has
cometoreflectupon how we canuseeachNorwegian Krone
to getthemostout of it, and that we canreachout to many
more people.

A lot of exciting things aretaking place.Let mejust mention
a new alliance between FAO, UNICEF, the World Food
Programme, the United Nations, Microsoft, Amazon and
Google using Big Data to predict famine, sothat we will
beableto comeup with resourcesbefore disasterstrikes,
thereby savemany human beings from atragic death, and
not the leastreduce the costat atime when international
humanitarian funds do not coverthe needs.

Q; All this is indeed very impressive.

Well thereisaperspective,andthereisanew approachto
how we work, both in terms of development and finances.
The/ E Olwbrk dovers global interests, whereas | would

say that this might have the biggestimpact for the poorest
nations.

INTERNATIONALDIPLOMAT-DIVA

Q: What other work do you do in the field of Norwegian
development aid?

Oneof the biggestchallengesthat we arefacing is marine
pollution and marine debris. Every year, 8 million tonnes
of plastic waste go into the ocean.At the end of the day,
something has to be done beforeb UgoUkate. We need
cleanoceansif we are going to be able to feed our future
generations. We have therefore launched a new development
project to clean the ocean.We will use 1.6 billon NOK
(1USD =8.5NOK) over a4-year period. When we were
looking for an organization to carry out this project, we
did not find any sowe took the initiative to setup anew
fund under the auspicesof the World Bankt the ProfBlue.
Within 6 months we managedto setup the fund and get
pledges of 1 billion NOK. We hope that the fund will
contribute to private and public investments, in particular
in waste managementsystems.Many countries do not have
proper waste managementsystemsand the result isthat the
pollution goesdirectly into the ocean.Sothat is another
issuethat we areworking on. Of course,we do collaborate
with the big polluting countries, and we will also establish
collaboration with Africa. They do not pollute much today but
with someof therapid economicdevelopment taking place
onthe African continent, which isanexcellentthing, they
might befacedwith the sameproblems asin India today. 3
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Making the invisible, visible:
leading the way for a clean planet
and healthy people

Interview between Marit Fosse &

Rolph Payet

Executive secretary of the Basel, Rotterdam, and Stockholm conventions

The Basel,Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions aim to protect
human health and then environment from hazardous chemicals
and waste,arelegally -binding, almostuniversal in their global
geographicalcoverage,andareadministeredby UNEnvironment

when tonnes of wasteswere continuously washed up on some
of our inhabited islands, chemicalslike DDT found in Indian
Oceanwhalesand thewonderful red sunsetsduring certain
times of the yearwhich presumably arisefrom air pollution

in Geneva.l recently caughtup with theE O O Y I CRe@uive U n the continents. Islands are not alone anymore,through

Secretary,Rolph Payet,to find out more.

Marit Fosse (MF):
Dr. Payet, thank you and let us begin. Youare a former

Minister of Environment and Energy for the Seychelles.

Pleasetell us,how hasyour island upbringing shaped youin
your professional career, and how did that career lead you
to the United Nations, and to Geneva?

| amborn and raisedin the Seychellesagroup of islands
more than athousand miles from anylandmass. Thisfeeling
of isolation, in environmental terms, indeed cameto anend

our industrialisation and consumption we have spread wastes
and chemicalsto all the remote cornersof the planet. Soyou
cansay,this iswhat prompted meto cometo Geneva.

Geneva, this year celebrates 100 years of multilateralism,
and with reason,asthe city hostshundreds of organisations
and many conventions leading to a positive impact on
our planet. The hub for chemicals and wastesmultilateral
issues reside here in Geneva, and together with theWorld
Health Organisation, TheWorld Trade Organisation and the
International Labour organisation, among others, provides

DIVA - INTERNATIONAL DIPLOMAT

the BRS Secretariat with the greatest platform to advance
the decisions of the parties to those conventions. And with
187,161,and 182parties to the three conventions ¢ Basel,
Rotterdam and Stockholm - respectively, the coverage really
is global in its extent.

Sothejourney from my island to Genevaistomeettheworld,
and for usto seehow we canreverseglobal pollution andits
impacts on human health and our oneand only planet.

MF: Very interesting indeed. The inter -connectivity of
ecosystems.And we as part of the ecosystems are also
therefore connected, for better or for worse. Tell usabout
the situation regarding chemicals and waste: what doesthis
slogan O- A E thd Ifvisible, 6 E O EabtliallyGepresent?
RP: Making theinvisible, visible is how we bring the issue of
chemicalsand wastesto the doorstep and home of eachand
every consumerwithout theneedfor adegreein chemistry or
otherwise. Under the present scenarionot many consumers
know that only 9% of their electronic wastesare actually
recycled,andthat millions of tonnesofthoseendup in parts of
Africa where children breakthem up and arethus exposedto
toxic chemicals.Themodern consumerraids the supermarket
and the high streetsevery day, removes plastic packaging, and
throws it away. Cumulatively, such unnecessarypackaging
becomesmillions of tonnes!'Who takesamoment to think
about what happensto those wastes?We live in societiesin
artificially -createdbubbleswhere we arenott currently -
accountablefor our footprint on the planet. It is onething to
pay for anenvironmental levy on aproduct and feel exonerated
of our environmental responsibilities, and another to seeit
turn up in thebackyard of someonelessfortunate, doing them
harm, or eventually into our food systems,doing harm to us.

Becausechemicalsareeverywhere, in the air we breathe, the
food we eat,the water we drink. In thefurniture wesiton,in
the mobile telephone we communicate with, in the cooking
equipment we prepare our food with, the clotheswe wear.
They arein the heavily industrialised regions of the world,

and on the highest, most remote, seemingly pristine alpine
mountains. Theyarein our mega-cities,and alsoin our polar
regions. So,we havetheresponsibility to makethem visible!

Weneedto bemore transparent to our consumerswith regards
to hazardsthey arebeing exposedto - and mostimportantly

INTERNATIONALDIPLOMAT-DIVA

and positively, the alternatives ¢ to toxic chemicals. Some
yearsago,we developedthe? | O Buaden, E Gdiagram to
illustrate the multiple pathways of hazardous chemicals into
our body. Research has also clearly showed that pregnant
and nursing mothers, children, and the elderly are most
vulnerable.

MF: These are very important, yet quite disturbing
conclusions. Thanks for sharing that. Why is it sokey that
peopleshould beaware of the hazards from chemicals and
waste,other than becausethey havetheright to know?
RP:Iseeit from two important angles.First,informed people
can make better decisions asto their purchasing and disposal
habits, and second,they canthen play animportant role in
ensuring the government, private sectordo what is necessary
to ensurethat measuresto recycle wastes, for example, are
properly undertaken. And in a safemanner, of course,and
not illegally dumped in aremote country.

Indeed many studies have confirmed that implementation of
our conventions and national laws, especially environmental
laws, at national and local levelsisimproved when citizens
are well-armed with information. Tackling the challenges
of chemicals and waste requires partnership between the
international community, individual governments, the
private sectorand the generalpublic, sothe better-informed
people are, the better the implementation.

And in fact, so many solutions are actually already there!
Ecological agriculture to produce food without harmful
pesticides; organic cotton for our clothing and bedding;
mosquito netsto prevent malaria whilst avoiding the spraying
of harmful chemicalssuchasDDT; innovative solutions to
waste management; the advent of circular economy, life-cycle
approachesto product design, useand recycling; lead-free
paint; thelist isendless.Weneedto embraceand promote
thesesolutions.

MF: Take marine plastic litter. What is happening with the
recent groundswell of public awarenessonthat?
RP:A greatexampleindeed! Itisin someways many decades

too late, but now we havethe attention of the public, OT Uz Uw

do something about it! Governments have recognised and
responded to this heightened sensitivity around this issue,be
it the large number of countries which haveintroduced and
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arenow enforcing bansonsingle-
useplastic bags,suchasKenya, or
be it the many countries which

are collectively throwing human
and financial resources into
international processes aiming
at tackling this global problem

in acoordinated and connected
manner. Butthereismore that can
bedone, and I am confident more
would be done. The observation
of plastic particles in our food

should not betaken lightly.

MF: Can you say more?

RP. Of course. For example,
Norway, a country you feature
elsewhere in this magazine,
has been quite instrumental in
providinginternationalleadership, i

MF:The COPssound interesting.
What else apart from marine
plastic waste is on the agenda?
RP: Both the Rotterdam and
Stockholm conventions will also
work on the possible listing of
more chemicalseither for further
controls or outright restriction.
This is done through a robust
scientific review process. They
will bedeciding upon chemicals
found in fire extinguishers, non-
stick cookware, and other items
we use at homet for example
in stain-resistant textiles suchas
carpets - and which have been
found tobelinked to major health
issues such as kidneycancer,
testicular cancer,thyroid disease,
pregnancy-inducedhypertension,

' A . a
and also financial resources, | S ~ and high cholesterol.
i :m’g&;‘m;&—*’. Y .

to help engage governments

and stimulate UN efforts to pull together state -of-the-art
information, analysis of policy gaps,and the discussion of
potential governance options, for tackling marine plastic
pollution, including through the BaselConvention. In fact,
agrowing group of countries, both in the developed and
developing world, are calling for clear and tangible action on
theissueof plastics. It isonearea,they declare, that we have
hadenoughtalk ¢ we now needimpactful actiont andlagree
with them. Forthis reason,l amvery excitedthat the meeting
of the Conferenceof the Partiesto the BaselConvention will
beconsidering arange of concreteactionsto addressthis
issue,including aproposal for more comprehensive coverage
of the plastic wastesmoved acrossborders.

MF: What meeting is that??

RP: Every two yearsthe parties (governments) cometogether
to take decisions on the sound management of chemicals and
waste,within thelegal framework of the threeinternational
conventions t the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm
conventions. Thosedecisions should then begiven effectin
those countries that are parties to those conventions. This
year, our Triple Conferenceof the Parties (or COPs)will
run from 29 April to 10May under the bannerof? " Ol
PlanetHealthy / 1 O xafdwe hopethatit will sendastrong
messagethat we indeed needto cleanup our planet for the
sakeof the health of all.

Our messageisthat evenif wastesarebeing dumped far
away from where we got rid of them, in remote locations,
there is clear scientific evidence that their hazards come
backthrough our air, food and water. If thereis onething

onour planet that we cannothide ¢ it isour waste. Sooner
or later it will bewashed up on our coasts,turn up in our
food, in the air we breathe.| challengeanyoneto bring mea
glassof naturally collected water which doesnot contain any
manmade chemical ormicroplastic!

MF: Nonstick pans? What can people do then, at the
individual level, to protect themselves and their families

AOT 1 OEAOA OET OEOEAI A EAUAOAOOGEe

RP: Well, onceaware, people can do ahost of things which
will lower their own exposure,and atthe sametime benefit
the environment. Someof theseactions might evensavethem
money! Changing habits is the first step. Choose cooking
panswith safercoatings, for example. Cutting down on waste
is a nobrainer!

Especially avoiding single -use plastics and by reusing or
recycling asmuch asone can.In somecircles someconsumers
haveadopted the slogan-If it E E ®erdiisedor recycled,
refuseit!

At our COPswe will alsobeencouraging all delegatesto
walk thewalk. Formany yearsnow, our meetingshavebeen
paperless,we have also made them carbon-neutral, and since
last year we haveincreasedour efforts in reducing wastesand
eliminating the useof single-useplastic materials. This year,
we will beasking the delegatesto BYOBottle: Bring Your
Own Bottle  asthere will indeed beno plastic water bottles
available or sold.

EOw

MF: Wonderful! Dr Payet, thank you for explaining all
about chemicals and waste, good luck with those important
decisions at the COPs, and we look forward to hearing
positive outcomesfor human health and environment very
soon.

RP: Thank you Marit, it has been a pleasure. | urge
anyone interested in finding out more, including our
colleaguesfrom the media, to consult our websitesatwww.
brsmeas.orgor to follow uson Twitter @brsmeas 3
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« Multilateralism Is under pressure
but is definitely not dead! »

Interview with

Mr Hans
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Ambassadorof Norway to the United Nations Office
and other international organizations in Geneva
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Behind the patina of diplomatic politeness, he is pleasant,
even friendly, the Norwegian ambassador in Geneva, Mr
HansBrattskar, who, despitealong list of achievements,also
comesacrossasmodest. Wedid not know much about him
when we first met, but digging into different sources,we
found out that Mr Ambassadorwastrained asaneconomist
with aPhDin political sciencebeforeenteringtheNorwegian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the early 1980s.
Commensurate with his long list of achievements,
Ambassador Brattskar hashad animpressive career.Let us
briefly mention that that he hasbeenEmbassySecretary
of the embassiesin Washington, D.C., and Kuala Lumpur;
head of the Secretariat for the Minister of International
Development in_the Ministry before going back to the
U.S. as Ministerial Counsellor at
the Norwegian United Nations
delegation in New York. Later, he

Delegation there. At thetime, | was StateSecretaryin the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and this year| amthe President
of the Mine BanConvention, so,( p€&eading the review
conferencein Oslo, from 25to 29 November. In addition
toreviewing thelastfive & 1 Eddtieyements,p 1 z&€yéop
what P 1 zc&@l@heuOslo Action Plan, which looks at the
priorities for the nextfive years.This activity will takeup
almost the whole year.

Q:Youhave now just finished a mine conference here in
Geneva.Were you happy with the outcome?

Very much so, although it was not part of the Mine Ban
Convention; it was the United Nations Mine Action

Conference.l participated _in parts of this conference.On
Friday, 8 February, | chaired a

?, DOl WEOI E Unkeifdoktiat ierBabbererD O

to protect children. Thelast official

was - O U b Eainpadsador to Sri manyp|aCeﬁreqUire ment figures we havearefrom 2017,and

Lanka. Backin Oslo, Ambassador
Brattskar became the ForeignAffairs

fordevelopment.

they clearly show 2450causalities
t children eitherkilled or injured

. b O b Uspddialgduiser for peace Mine Clearanceoméirst, by landmines. We brought together

building operations, and then head

personsfrom different parts of the

of thel OYI UO @imate and w andopensjplandagain world working on this issue, both

forest project. He was appointed
- O U b Eamizatkadorto Kenyaand
- O U b Erépretkntative to United
Nations organizations in Nairobi. Under the Erna Solberg
government, from 2013to 2015 hewas StateSecretaryfor
Development Assistancefor Foreign Minister BargeBrende
(who was appointed President of the World Economic
Forum in 2017)andfinally, hearrived herein Geneva.So,

from the UN and representatives

fOfpdeUCtiV&J U I 6 ?from the field. We have to teach

children in schoolwhat they have
to be careful about in terms of mine awareness.About 80%
of all mine victims areboysand men, sothis we alsotake
into accountand tailor education to the different needsthat
boys and girls have.
It was very interesting and agood opportunity to exchange

now let usleavethe floor to Ambassador! U E U U U O E Experiences and lessons learnedlt was also very well

Q: Mr Ambassador, what could you tell us about your
background beyondthe list of diplomatic and government
postsUT O Be@A

| have beenin the Norwegian Foreign Servicesince1984,
sothat is quite afew yearsnow t 35yearsthis summer. |
studied many yearsin the U.S. first adegreein economics
and later international relations. While | was finishing
my PhD in international relations at Claremont Graduate
University in California | taught economicsfor ayearata
collegein Norway. Thenl gotinto the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in 1984and have beenthere since,excepttwo leaves
of absencel have beenherein Genevafor two yearsand six
months. In the ministry of foreign affairs, we havefour -year
terms, so, | have ayear and ahalf to go.

Q:2019isanimportant year for Norway herein Geneva.
Could you tell us aboutit?

Well, every year isimportant. But, this year, we have again,
for thethird time, takenonthe presidency ofthe Mine Ban
Convention. Theofficial title isthe Anti -PersonnelMine Ban
Convention. It was adopted in Norway in 1997and signed
in Canadalater the sameyear. This year, we have something
called the review conference,to assessvhat hasbeendone
overthelastfive years.Thelastreview conferencewasin

Maputo, Mozambique, in 2014 .and | headedthe Norwegian

12

attended.

Q:In one of the side-events, it was said that one dollar

spent on de-mining gives a return of five dollars to the

community.

Yes,p Weryimportant, and, with that in mind, last year
Norway createdanew humanitarian development strategy
under our foreign minister, Ms Ine Marie Eriksen Sgreide.
The key words there are protection and prevention. What

canbedone sothat we do not needto spend huge amounts

of money, over and over again,when disasterstrikes?lt is
very important that we focus more on prevention.

Mine clearance is in many places a requirement for
development. Mine clearance come first, and opensup

land again for productive use.This then enablespeople
to invest in education, health, infrastructure, education,

job opportunities in the areas that are opening again.
It is something that must be done so that sustainable
development can take place and thereby achieve the
millennium development goals. The ambition is that, in

2025 ,we should have amine-free world.

Q: Is that not very ambitious, when you know that the
cheapestform of warfare is to lay mines?

( Urglékd very ambitious, and we will still have challenges
in 2025.But | think B [rudial to stressthat the Mine Ban
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Convention hasbeenahuge successAround 52million anti-
personnellandmines have beenclearedaround the world

in the last 20years!Mauritania was the last country to be
declared mine-free, recently, and it is no longer acceptableto
produce, buy and sell landmines. Having said that, | should
alsosaythat we haveanincreasing problem with what we call
improvised landmines, which are made by non-state actors.
That, for instance,isahugeproblem in Syria. It isimportant

to stressthat the Mine Ban Convention StatePartiesmust
tackle the huge challenge of improvised mines.

So,lwould saythat atatime when international cooperation
isfacing many challenges,b UGrgpUrtant to look atwhere
we have had significant successThe Mine BanConvention
andits sisterconvention, the Cluster Munition Convention,
areexamplesof positive practical and concreteresults of
collaboration.

Q:Goingto another issue:| seea poster behind you where
E Gwgitten O. 1 O folthe Security# | O1 Béybuthave
a special assignment in this regard?

Itisavital taskfor all of usin the Norwegian Foreign Service.

Norway hasbeenareliable and consistentpartner sincethe
United Nations wasfounded in 1945 and we continue to
bealoyal and active member of the global community. If
you look atnetcontributions, Norway isthe seventhlargest
contributor tothe UN system.3 | E duiigeignificant for
asmall country suchasours. We provide one percent of
our gross national income to development assistance.l
think that Norway together with Denmark, Swedenand
Luxembourg arethe countries giving 1%of our national
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income to development assistance.We have had 40,000
persons participating in peace keeping operations since their
beginning. Wearevery activein environmental and climate
issuesaswell aspeacebuilding and peacenegotiations. Asa
strong supporter of the multilateral system, it is natural for
Norway tooncein awhile beamemberofthe UN Security
Council, aspart of our strong international engagement
Wehavenot beenamember of the Council since2001and
2002t almost 20years.Wewould like to make ourselves
available becausewe think that we can have an important
voice in the Security Council.

Lasttime we were in the Security Council, | was basedin
New York and wasthe Security Council coordinator, so,|
wasvery much involved lasttime, and | hopeto seeNorway
backin the Security Council in two a 1 Etlng z

Q: So, how was that?

It wasavery interesting experiencein every way. We saw
closeup theimportance, and the positive achievementsthat
the international community cando if we work together. It
was, alsoof course,avery busy time. Wehad avery good
team,and | know that we will have agood teamthis time,
aswell.

Q:Yousaid earlier that we are the seventhlargest contributor
to the United Nations System.Dowe benefit from it, or could
it be better?

Obviously everything canalways be better. | would say
that we benefit greatly from being a member of the United
Nations. Wehavebenefitedfrom international collaboration
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international

in general.If you look atNorway, we haveanoceanthat is
seventimeslarger thantheland massof our country. Without
the laws of the seaand other regulations of the use of ocean
areas,Norway would not havethe sameopportunities that
we havetoday. Wehavebenefited from oceanresourcesand
will continue to do so.This is alsoonereasonNorway is
now working with othersto reduce marine litter and micro
plastics. Having rules and regulations benefits all states,large
and small. Being asmaller state,we benefit greatly from
rules and regulations, international
laws and active cooperation
whether it is humanitarian issues,
human rights, trade or economic
co-operation. So,my answerwould
be,we would not have the living
standards that we have today if it
was not for rule -based international

our voices are definitely heard, and we see a clearinterest
by theseorganizations in Norwegian policies and priorities.
I mentioned the new humanitarian strategy that came out
lastyear,andthat isonethat hasgeneratedalot of interest
here in Geneva.

Q:While I was listening to all the things you do, | wonder if
you ever have time torest.

( Oreryseldom there are meetings during the weekends here.
When Norway™ was in the Security

weekendstoo, but luckily herein
Geneva,that isnot the case There
are exceptions to that of course,
and | must sayit isavery pleasant
placetowork andto live. Thework
is very meaningful and Switzerland

cooperation. Since we benefit international isawonderful hostcountry,
greatly from having this system,we .
will continue to work with others cooperatlom Q: Among all the international

sothey canalsobenefit further by

Norway investing in for instance education and in health
around the world, and working to createjob opportunities.
Climate cooperation is another example of the need for
cooperation. So,yes,we do benefit from many aspectsof
international cooperation, and that is why, when you look
atopinion polls, you seethat, when Norwegians are asked
about our engagementin the UN, thereis strong support
from the generalpublic. In addition, peoplein Norway have
agreatdeal of faith in the United Nations.

All this doesnot meanthat we should not have acritical
voiceif we seesomething that we arenot happy with, but
the overall questioniswhether we benefit from multilateral
cooperation, and the answer is clearly yes!

Q: The UNfamily consists of many specialized agencies
ZWHO,5 . ( # M@vdoyousee. | O x AdleGnQhese
organizations?

We have a very strong voice in these organizations.
Norwegian politicians make frequent visits to Geneva to

follow -up on the work of international organisations and

to promote Norwegian policy. | think this is the interesting
thing about Geneva:the work hereis sovaried and there

organizations is there one in

particular that is close to your heart?

| have colleaguesatthe Mission who arespecialistsin the
different thematic areas,whereas| am lucky enough to be
involved in all aspectsofthework atdifferent times ofthe
year. We move from issue to another, and one bigevent
thisyearthat | may highlight isthecelebrationofthe( + .
Centenary. It will attract Headsof Stateand representatives
from all over the world and is something we areall very
much looking forward to.

Q:Youmentioned the 100th anniversary ofthe ILO.Does
this mean something in particular?
Yes,onthethemefor the celebrationisthe future of work.
ILO hasalready madeareport onthis issue,which will be
much discussedthis year. Thatis of interest to usall since
our world is changing owing to international trade but also
to technology. How do we meetthesechallenges,what will
happento the traditional jobs?Of course,we do not have
answersto all thesequestionsyet, but again it is another
example of an areain which we needto collaborate and
exchangeexperiences.

aresomany things happening. Genevais really the p O U O EQ:Finally if youhaveamessagefor our readers, what would

meeting place,and it all goesbackto the Red Crossand Red
Crescentmovement in the 19th century.

Wehave asteady stream of delegatesfrom Norway visiting
Genevatoparticipatealsointhemoretechnicalorganisations,
suchasthe World Meteorological Organization, the ITU
and6 ( / . All theseand othersarevery important for
what | said earlier about rules and regulations and practical
collaboration.

Thenwe havethe UNHCR, asyou said, OCHA, the IOM
and the Office for the High Commissioner of Human
Rightst Norway is oneof the largestdonors to theseand
other organisations. The WHO, UNAIDS, GAVI and the
Global Fund are followed with great interest for all the
normative work being donein the medical field. So,yes,
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that be?
We are at a time when things are moving very quickly,
and the international architecture that came out of the
two world wars is under more pressurethan before. My
messageto everybody would bethat we needto stand up
and defend asystemthat hasbenefited usin somany ways.
| explained earlier why it has benefited Norway so much,
but it hasbenefited all countries, big and small. If we want
to continue to move forward we needto preservewhat has
beenestablishedby previous generations.Weneedto move
forward in cooperation, not in confrontation!
PHOTOSAND TEXT MF
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Interview with His Excellency Mr.

M. Shameem Ahsan

Ambassador of Bangladesh

Youhavealong diplomatic career of more than thirty years.
Couldyoutell usabit about the major highlights ofyour
career?

After graduating with Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor
of Surgery, | joined the BangladeshForeign Servicein 1986.
This 32-yearlong careertook meto diplomatic postsin New
Delhi, Geneva,Kuala Lumpur and New York. Ambassadorial
assignment is considered the pinnacle of O O 1 dipldratic
career.My first assignment as Ambassador started in 2005
in Iran. Next, | served as Bangladesh High Commissioner
to Brunei Darussalam and Ambassador to Brazil before
coming to Geneva as the Permanent Representative to
UNOG. | am alsoassignedasPermanent Representdive to
the World Trade Organization and Bangladesh Ambassador
to Switzerland with concurrent accreditation to the Holy See.
Over the lastfour yearsin Geneva,l wasaMember of the
Bureau of PrepCom of the 3rd World UN Conferencefor
DisasterRisk Reduction and Vice President of the Bureau of
the Conferenceat Sendai,Member of the Troika of Global
Forum on Migration and Development (GFMD) representing
Bangladesh, Coordinator of LDCs Consultative Group at
the WTO, Presidentof the 9th Conferenceof Convention
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on Certain Conventional Weapons- Protocol VV and global
Coordinator of LDCsin the UN System.| have alsobeen
serving asa member of the ACWL (Advisory Centre on
WTO Law) Management Board and Alternate Member of
the Governing Board of the Global Community Engagement
and ResilienceFund (GCERF)here in Geneva.Obviously, the
experiencesare varied, interesting and profoundly enriching,
to say theleast.

Asyou said, many years back you first servedin Genevaas
ayoung Bangladeshi diplomat. What are the changesthat

you can seenow in multilateral diplomacy in Genevain

comparison to your previous tenure?

In 1994 joined our Mission in GenevaaskFirst Secretary
and after alittle over2yearsleft asaCounsellorin 1996.In
more than 20years sincethen, the world hasgone through

unprecedented transformation. Tomany, it is now afast-
changing, complex, hyper-connectedand uncertain world.

Thenature of s x O Wl W E ihBh@ §ldbals EE O&©EPT Uz w

hasbeenshifting from abipolar to unipolar to amultipolar
world. Indeed, we are passing through atumultuous time
and anageof uncertainty. The centreof global economic
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power isalsoshifting. Devastating effectsof climate change,
protracted conflicts, forced displacement of population and
rampant inequality characterize the current world while
pockets of growth are also visible. Tokeep pace with such
transformation andto adaptto new realities, the dimension,
shapeand magnitude of multilateral diplomacy in aplace
like Genevaposeaquotidian and evolving challenge. This
challenge is to be perceived and confronted in terms of
changesin mindset, in organization of work structure andin
ways of doing business.Businessis never asusual.

In the abovecontext, | must say,it demandsavery high level
of engagement,commitment and diligence in Geneva,often
transcending the traditional approach. Eachorganization is
nowadays dealing with issuesthat are not quite the same,
neither in number nor in nature. For instance, human
rights issues are receiving much more attention since the

Human Rights Council replaced the Commission in 2006
with intensefocuson thematic issues.Similarly, the paceof
engagement and volume of business have also intensified in
the humanitarian, social, disarmament, migration and trade

sector.Therearethen issuesemerging due to rapidly changing
technology and their impact on other areas. Development
issues andthe architecture in which to address them now

demand specialattention. From the MDGs, we have moved
on to the sustainable development goals or SDGswith the

EOOODPUOI OUwUOws Ol Eavt inprézérented |

vow. New ways of doing businesscomprise partnerships and
coalitions across stakeholders in multiple areas. In nearly
everything that we do, often, innovation is not only desirable
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but has actually become key to move forward. So, the
international Genevaasa centre of multilateral diplomacy
and policy making is much more vibrant, engaging and
challenging now than it wastwo decadesago.

Youwill sooncelebrate the 48" Anniversary of Independence
and National Day of your country on 26 March. What
was the source of inspiration for your nation towards
independence?

Wegainedindependencethrough anine-month long bloody
war in 1971atanincredibly high costt 3million martyrs
sacrificedtheir lives, 200000vomen were dishonoured, and
scoresof intellectuals were murdered to deprive the nation
of their valuable service.In 1947 British rule ended with
creating two states based on religion - Hindu -majority
India and Muslim -majority Pakistan.In notime, substantial
linguistic, cultural, socio-economicandpolitical differences
becamevisible betweenthe two wings of Pakistan-West
Pakistan and EastPakistan (Bangladesh). The widespread
discontent among the Bengali people in East Pakistan
arising out of discrimination, economic deprivation and
marginalization, found expressionin major movements in
various stagesthat include the 1952Language Movement,
1966Six Point Movement for greater autonomy and the
1969 Mass Uprising against the continuous repression.
This led to the 1970general electionsthrough which the
noegotity EadyErpnuthe then EastPakistan earnedthe right
to form the Government. All thesemovements were led
by our Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman. When denied the right to form government,
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His Excellency is opening the exhibit of the International Language Day 201

Bangabandhu made a clarion call on 7 March 1971 for
emancipation atamammoth gathering at the Suhrawardy

international

good of the people of the country in the
days tocome.

Bangladesh hasrecently becomeeligible
for graduation from the LDC category
to adeveloping country. What are your
thoughts about this graduation?
Bangladesh, the largest least developed
country (LDC) in terms of population
and economic size, looks likely to
graduate out of the LDC category by
2024. The recent widely acclaimed
socio-economic development propelled
by better health and education, lower
vulnerability and sustained economic
growth is behind this achievement. We
met the three criteria for graduation at
e Committee for Development Policy
CDP) triennial review held in March
2018 Now, Bangladeshwill berequired
to be recommended for graduation at the next triennial

review in 2021 and we are well set to attain that landmark.

Udyan in Dhaka which marks aturning pointintheOEUD 00z U w

history. Thetide turned in the wake of masskilling by army

crackdown in themidnight of 25March when Bangabandhu
madethe declaration ofindependenceon 26March 1971.
The Bengali people, under his guidance and leadership,

started the war of independence

to defend the motherland and to

liberate Bangladesh. Bangabandhu

?  anexportdriven

To meet long-term development challenges,in 2010,the

Government of Bangladeshadopted aforward -lookings 5 D UD O O w

| Y Itdwzake the country a middle -income one by 2021.That

year marks the 50" anniversary of independence of Bangladesh.
Graduation isthus very much consistent

with our national development efforts
and aspirations. Thiswill bring alot of

21 1 POT w, UNPEUUw1ET OE ECOODNE BNVE F1@8@w  opportunities for Bangladesh andquite

leadership inspired our decisive
victory on 16 December 1971.

Indeed, Bangladesh and Bangabandhu

afew challengesaswell. Diversification

iImprove our exXport o the economy, infrastructural and

technological upgradation, training and

competitiveness and skill development of human resources

have beensynonymous in the eyesof diversify both markets and institutional strengthening would

freedom loving people. He not only

bekey. Wewould alsoneedto prepare

instilled the spirit of freedom in the andproductsWeaIsoneed to face the challenges of the Fourth

hearts of millions, but alsoinspired

Industrial Revolution comprising the

everyone to believe in and to build to look for meaningfu| prospecttoreshapeall dimensions of our

221 O0E U wGdddi BeagalwBut,

existencet economic,social,cultural and

on 15 August 1975, Bangabandhu, regional and;ubregional human. Its effectis still not clear, but the

along with his family members, was
assassinatedoy anti-liberation group of
conspirators in one of the most barbaric
carnagesin the human history. But, their conspiracy against
the nation was eventually foiled when! E OT E E E &bkel
daughter current Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina assumed the
responsibility ofthe statefor thefirst timein 1996 Shevowed
to complete her I E U | unhfldighedutasks. The temporary
break in 2001 aside, from 2008, thed E U Bdbiard Unarch
was increasingly visible in all aspects of development under
her leadership. Sincethen, the country hasbeencontinuing
in its journey to development reaching one remarkable
milestone after another. As you know, very recently, shewas
sworn in asour Prime Minister for arecord fourth term. We
are confident that under her dynamic leadership, we will
continue to comeup with many more achievementsfor the
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partnerships?

disruptive potential for societies andits
systemicimpact including on economic
growth is of concern.As an export-driven

economy, we have to improve our export competitiveness and

©iyesify both markets and products. Wealsoneedto look for
meaningful regional and sub-regional partnerships. At the same
time, we haveto remain active atthe World Trade Organization
to realize any potential benefit. In the post-graduation period,
Bangladeshwill still be eligible for Generalised Systemof
Preferencesor ? & 2// O UbBnefits for market accessinder
certainconditions. On the other hand, we must remain mindful
of our commitment to achievethe SDGs.Thatis our pathway to
securesmooth graduation from the LDC status.

" AT C1 A Achr@mydsbooming with an impressive annual
growth rate over the last few years. What are the reasons
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